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"How stupid of me to forget the Great Mountain's birthday,"
Liu said. He and his wife gathered together a few articles of cloth-
ing that they needed, tied them up in a bundle, and gave it to
Lao Wang to carry. Liu instructed Erh Chieh to take care of the
house, saying that they would not be able to come back that day,
as it was getting late, but that they would surely be back the fol-
lowing evening, and then set out for his father-in-law's house,
which was about twenty li from the city.
Arriving there, he greeted his father-in-law but did not have a
chance to tell the latter about his troubles as there were many
guests present. After the guests went away he was put up in the
guest room for the night. It was not until the next morning that
his father-in-law came to talk to him, saying: "Brother-in-law,4
you can't go on like this. Remember the saying: "He who does
nothing will eat a mountain clean and the earth bare,' and the one
to the effect that a man's gully is as bottomless as the sea and
the days pass like the shuttle. You must look ahead. My daughter
married you in the hope that you could provide her with food and
clothing. Don't tell me that you want to go on like this!"
Liu sighed and said: "You are quite right, Great Mountain. But
'It is easier to go up the mountain and catch a tiger than to open
your mouth to ask for help.* At a time like this there is nothing
for me to do but sit and wait. To ask people for help is simply
to court failure for one's pain. There are not many people who
have my welfare at heart as you do, Great Mountain.*9
"I do not blame you for feeling the way you do," his father-in-
law said. "However, I cannot stand by without doing something
for you two. How would you like me to advance you some money
for opening a provisions store?"
"That would be excellent," Liu said. "I shall always be grateful
for your kindness."
After lunch, the father-in-law took out fifteen strings of cash and
gave them to Liu, saying, "Take this money for outfitting the
4 That is, "my son's brother-in-law.** This is considered more polite because it
elevates, so to speak, the person addressed one generation higher than he actually
is in relation to the speaker.